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INTRODUCTION TO
ROCHFORD DISTRICT

Contained within 168.35 sq km (65 square miles), Rochford
District covers an area that is predominantly rural in
character, with miles of unspoilt coastline and attractive
countryside. Located 14 miles from the M25, the district
offers an enviable transport network, with easy access to
Europe and beyond.  London Southend Airport located
adjacent to the boundary of  neighbouring Southend-on-
Sea, is planning a new passenger terminal, visitors centre
and railway station with services to London and Southend.
Journey time to London by train is less than an hour.  The
main urban centres, the historic towns of Rochford and
Rayleigh, are well served with shops and amenities.

The outlying towns and villages offer semi-rural and rural
living, combined with easy access to the main centres, and
within comfortable reach of the mainline railway and bus
services.  Included in the District are the historic Hockley
Woods (the remains of a royal forest), the island of Foulness,
internationally famous as a haven for wildlife, and the Roach
Valley Conservation Zone.

Recreation needs are fully catered for with 3 golf courses in
the District, and sports centres in Rayleigh, Hawkwell and
Great Wakering.  Miles of open countryside, footpaths, sea
wall and woodlands offer a great range of recreation
activities.  Work is also underway on the new 100 acre
Cherry Orchard Jubilee Park. This project will provide a
leisure facility of natural woodland walks, lakes and
bridleways, as well as creating a valuable ecological
resource.  Sailing enthusiasts can find much scope on the
Roach and Crouch rivers, and there is a marina at Wallasea
Island with a foot passenger ferry across to Burnham-on-
Crouch.

With a wide range of leisure activities for people of all ages
Rochford District is well worth a visit.
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Rayleigh has a thriving town centre,
which has retained much of its
traditional character. The town still
retains its links with the past and the
High Street is overlooked by two of
the town’s most famous landmarks,
Rayleigh Windmill and the Holy
Trinity Church, both of which can be
seen from miles away.

As you make your way along the
High Street visiting all the different
shops, it is well worth making the
small detour off the High Street to
visit one of Rayleigh’s best loved
and most popular attractions.

The Rayleigh Windmill has been
looked upon fondly by locals for
many years due in part to its
interesting, if chequered history. The
mill was built in 1809 and thrived in
the early 19th Century. It continued
in use until just before the Second
World War. In 1884 a man was
crushed to death while struggling to
throw the machine out of gear.
Tragedy struck again in 1943 when
the owner of the mill, Archie Brown,
was murdered by his son. The
windmill has recently benefited from
a renovation and has been restored
for visitors to enjoy.
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Contact our leisure client officer on
01702 318120 for opening times.

When visiting the Windmill why not
stop off at the café located in The
Mill Events Centre, where you can
purchase refreshments.

A stone’s throw away from the
windmill is  the historic site of
Rayleigh Mount. Rayleigh Mount
is the remains of  a castle. No
stone-work survives above ground,
but the motte and inner bailey are
still substantial.

Rayleigh Mount is recognised as
one of the most important historic
sites for miles around and is listed
in the Domesday Book. It was con-
trolled by Lord Sweyne, a Saxon
nobleman who had supported
William the Conqueror’s claim to
the English throne in 1066. As a
reward, William gave him Rayleigh,
where he built the castle.

In 1923, the castle was donated to
the National Trust. It is now a
Scheduled Ancient Monument.
There are no restrictions on access
to the castle’s motte and inner
bailey and even today the views are
worth the climb to the top. 

Not far from Rayleigh Mount and
Rayleigh Mill stands Holy Trinity
Church. Built on its present site
between 1380 and 1400 at the

north end of the High Street, the
grounds are a refuge from the
bustle outside.

The earliest parts of the present
building date from the 12th century,
but a timber church is likely to have
been there from the beginning of
the settlement.

On most bank holidays tours take
place up the tower and at 70 feet
above the ground there are
marvellous views of Rayleigh and
the surrounding countryside. On a
clear day you can even see some
of London’s landmarks.

Contained within the tower are eight
bells, cast at various times from
about 1657, with the last two added
in 1897. Some of the bells not only
have the marker’s name engraved
on them but also mottos. A list of
the bells and their makers can be
found hanging on the tower wall.

The interior of Holy Trinity church
can be seen on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings between 10.00
and 12.00. 

When visiting the church why not
make the walk over the road to
Rayleigh market, which is held
every Wednesday. The market
dates back to before 1181 when it
was inscribed in the Exchequer
Records of Henry II.



“Rayleigh is a thriving town centre which has

retained much of its traditional character”



It’s certainly not everyday that you
get the chance to see an octagonal
house! So make sure when visiting
Rayleigh that you stop off and see
the Dutch Cottage.

The Dutch Cottage is an octagonal
building on Crown Hill and is
thought to date from the 18th
century. It takes its name from the
association of this type of house
with the 17th century Dutch immi-
grants who constructed many of the
sea walls of the south Essex coast.

The octagonal structure is rare but
serves a useful purpose. It is
strong and relatively easy to
thatch and the occupant benefits
from a view in all directions and in
a time when superstition was
common there are no corners
where evil spirits can lurk!

The history of the cottage is one
that is surrounded in controversy.
To many people the plate above
the door inscribed ‘1621’ is solid
evidence that it was erected in
that year. However surveyors,
architects and historians who have
studied the building are of the
opinion that it was not built until the
eighteenth century, probably
around 1740. Thus, the story of the
cottage is one of mystery, as no
one knows when, why or for whom
the cottage was built.

For those who would like a tour
inside the Dutch Cottage it is open
by appointment on Wednesday
afternoons. For further information
please telephone 01702 318150.

After exploring the town why not
stop for something to eat,
sandwich shops and cafes are on
hand for a quick lunch stop or there
is a selection of pubs and
restaurants along the High Street
for those who wish to enjoy a meal.

HOW TO GET THERE

BY CAR

From the A127 take the A129,
which will take you straight to the
High Street.

BY TRAIN

Rayleigh has a railway station that
is only five minutes walk away
from the High Street. A mainline
service runs between Southend
and London.

BY BUS

The town benefits from a good
bus service and access to
neighbouring towns in the district
are easily reached from bus
numbers 7 or 8.
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“The Dutch Cottage is an octagonal building on Crown Hill and is

thought to date from the 18th century”
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ROCHFORD

The town of Rochford has a
chequered but fascinating past and
its history makes it an intriguing
place to visit. This medieval market
town has been host to a number of
fascinating people and events,
ranging from royal visits and public
executions to the founding of a
religious sect!

It is immediately noticeable when
visiting the town that time stands
still in Rochford and it has retained
the appearance and atmosphere
of an 18th and 19th century market
town.

Visitors to Rochford will notice that
the town centre does not have a
high street and instead contains
one of the few remaining town

cross patterns in England,
comprising North, South, East and
West Streets.  A market is held
every Tuesday in the Market
Square and it is an ideal time to
visit and take in its hustle and
bustle. This market is one of the
oldest in existence and began in
1247 when The Lord of the Manor,
Sir Guy de Rocheforte was granted
a charter to hold a weekly market.

Throughout its history the town of
Rochford has had links with
Royalty and none more so than
the stately home of Rochford
Hall. Rochford Hall was built in
the 16th century and was
considered one of the grandest
buildings in the country until it was
ravaged by fire in 1760.   Rochford
Hall has a prestigious history and in
its heyday in the 16th and 17th
centuries was the centre of a wide
and important social circle. In 1515
Rochford Hall became the property
of Sir Thomas Boleyn of Norfolk.
His daughter, Anne, was to
become the second wife of King
Henry VIII who visited the Hall
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before their marriage in 1533.  Any
exploration of Rochford should
include this spot and although the
interior is private; any visitor is free
to examine the Hall’s exterior. The
hall has been restored and is used
as the home of Rochford Golf Club.  

When visiting the Hall don’t forget
to also visit St Andrews Church the
only church in England which sits in
the middle of a golf course (for
details on this church go to page
18) Follow the footpath from the
Hall and dodge the balls, to admire
the fine old church of St Andrew,
richly endowed by the wealthy
families who occupied the Hall.

Rochford is surrounded by history
and historic buildings and in South
Street, Rochford, lies a most
impressive thirteenth century
timber-framed house.  It is of much
interest, having undergone a major
programme of restoration.  It is
certainly a jewel in Rochford’s
crown and harbours a good many
secrets.

‘The Old House’, as it is locally
known, is the oldest surviving
building in the area and has been
designated a Grade I listed building.
Its age is comparable only to
that of Canewdon church and
Prittlewell Priory. To look at the
geographical position of these

three buildings is to realise that
they have always been important
local landmarks. They form a
straight line from north to south
and it is likely that a major routeway
connected them. Rochford District
Council bought The Old House in
June 1982

Despite Rochford’s cheerful and
pleasant appearance there have 
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been horrific, and odd, goings-on
in this peaceful town.  When
walking around the market square
visitors will notice a plaque on the
wall of the bakery shop, com-
memorating a martyrdom.  In 1555
during the reign of Mary I villagers
gathered in the square to witness
the execution of John Simson,
a farm labourer from Great
Wigborough.  He was burnt at the
stake because he refused to
conform to Roman Catholicism.

But Rochford isn’t only about
history!  The town square and
nearby streets offer a wide variety of
local shops and services, when
wandering around the town why not
visit one of the many pubs, which
you’re sure to come across. The
town has 9 pubs, each one with its
own unique and different character.

A selection of tearooms and coffee
shops are also scattered around
the town and are an ideal place to
stop off for tea or a sandwich.

For those looking to spend a night
or two in Rochford the town is
serviced by a new 20-room hotel,
which also has a restaurant.

HOW TO GET THERE

BY CAR

From the A127 take the B1013,
which will take you straight into
Rochford.

BY TRAIN

Rochford has a railway station
that is only two-minutes walk
away from the market square.  A
mainline service runs from
Rochford and is only 10 minutes
away from Southend and 50
minutes from London.

BY BUS

The town benefits from a good
bus service and numbers 7 or 8
will take you from Southend or
Rayleigh into Rochford.
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Hockley is an attractive residential
area that is set amongst some of
the most beautiful countryside in
the Rochford District. It is a small
but popular town, which has a
population of approximately 6,000,
with a written history that dates
back to 1086; and was included
three times in The Domesday
Book.

Hockley was originally a scattered
agricultural community that grew
into a commuter town following the
arrival of the railway. A medicinal
spring was discovered in 1838, and
a Romanesque pump, spa and
hotel were built to accommodate
visitors. The Spa building still exists
and is privately owned.  With the

coming of the railway in the 1890s
the pretty village of Hockley, and in
particular Hockley Woods, had
become a popular venue for day-
trippers.

Although Hockley has preserved
many of it links with the past, the
Hockley of today is a small thriving
town, with a village community
feel.

Visitors return to Hockley year after
year and one of the main reasons is
the outstanding Hockley Woods.
The woods, which were originally
part of a royal forest, span over 130
hectares and have numerous
different trees and plants, many of
which only grow on the undis-
turbed soil of ancient woods.

The woods have enthralled visitors
for generations and have existed
since 12,000 BC when primeval
woods covered the country after
the last ice age.

It is one of the most extensive areas
of ancient woodland in south Essex
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and has been designated a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (S.S.S.I.)
by English Nature due to the variety
of plants, which grow there.

Whether you’re a keen walker or are
a family out for a nice stroll, you will
soon find a route to please, as within
the woods there are numerous
designated walking trails, which
afford spectacular views and the
chance to observe the delightful
range of flora and fauna in beautiful
woodland scenery. As well as
putting on your walking boots don’t
forget to take your binoculars as the
woods provide the perfect habitat
for a wide range of birds and other
wildlife.

As a reward after all that walking,
why not head to the nearby pub,
which can be found next to the
entrance of the woods. Put your
feet up and get some well-earned
refreshments in a pub that used to
be a popular haunt for local
smugglers! Rumour has it that a
secret passage exists from the river
Crouch to the inn, which the
smugglers used to avoid capture.

If you’ve still got some energy after
all that walking and want to explore
some more of Hockley, why not
make the trip to Plumbrow Avenue
to find one of Hockley’s most
ancient relics.

Plumbrow Mount is an
embankment set on a hill
overlooking the Crouch valley. The
Mount’s true purpose was never
determined and remains a mystery
to this day. It has been suggested
that it was one of the Romano-
British signalling stations set up to
protect the Saxon Shore after the
Romans left Britain. Alternatively, it
has been suggested that it could
have been a pagan religious site as
it was not unusual for heathen
altars to be set up on high places.

HOW TO GET THERE

BY CAR

From the A127 take the A129 into
Rayleigh, once at the High Street
continue straight through onto the
B1013 (Hockley Road), which will
take you into the heart of Hockley.

BY TRAIN

Hockley has a railway station,
which is within walking distance of
all the attractions.

BY BUS

Hockley benefits from the same
bus service, which goes through
both Rochford and Rayleigh, and
numbers 7 and 8 both run
frequently. 



“The woods are open

to the public all year

round and there are

car parking facilities

on site”



Ashingdon is a small and modest
village, which has a significant
place in English history.

In 1016 the Danes, led by King
Canute, met the Saxon army of
Edmund Ironside in a very
significant battle in the Crouch
Valley between Ashingdon and
Canewdon. Canute was the victor,
and as a result it was agreed that
both should share the kingdom. 

When arriving in Ashingdon
visitors should find their way to
St Andrew’s Church on the hilltop.
King Canute built the church in

1020 to commemorate the souls
of those killed in the battle and the
church overlooks where the battle
took place.

The church houses a Danish flag
and a model of a Viking ship. Both
were gifts from the Danish
Embassy. An old sundial carved
into its wall by the south entrance,
and an unusual clock can also be
found commemorating King
Edward VII.

From Easter Monday to the
end of September visitors are
able to look inside the church
from Mondays to Saturdays,
2pm – 4pm.

On a clear summer’s day visitors
will be pleasantly surprised to find
one of the most beautiful views in
the whole of the District.  At the
church, stand beneath the East
window and then look across the
fields into the distance where you
will see fantastic views of the River
Crouch.
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CANEWDON

Broomsticks, black cats and
magic spells are words often
associated with the small village of
Canewdon. This is because it is
best known for its reputed legends
and folklore surrounding the
Canewdon witches. 

Many visitors are drawn to and
intrigued by tales of spells being
cast and the ducking of witches in
the local pond. Canewdon has had
a long association with witches and
there are many stories, which
surround the village. 

Within Canewdon is the St
Nicholas church, which can be
seen from miles around. On visiting
the church visitors will note its
impressive tower, which is said to
have been erected by Henry V in
thanksgiving for his victory at
Agincourt. Legend has it that while
the 75-foot tower stands at the
local church, there will always
remain six witches in Canewdon.
Every time a stone falls from the
tower, one witch will die and
another will take her place.

But there is more to this village
than just tales of witches. The
church is reputedly the point from
where King Canute and his troops
faced the army of Edmund
Ironside, who was camped on
Ashingdon Hill to the west, prior to
the Battle of Assandune in 1016. If
you look out to the west you will be
able to see Ashingdon Church.

Remains of entrenchments be-
tween the village and the river are
believed to mark the site of
Canute's camp before his
victorious battle with Edmund
Ironside, and thus gave his name to
the village.

Also of interest to visitors will be
the old village lock-up and stocks
next-door to the church.



The village of Hullbridge is situated
next to the river Crouch and is an
ideal place to go for a gentle stroll
along the riverbank, while watching
the boats sail by in this popular
fishing and sailing centre.

The village centres around the river
and in the old days the only way to
get across the river was by the
local ferry-man who used to charge
a small fee to transport people
across. It was also the place where

pilgrims crossed the river on their
way to Canterbury.

Brandyhole Yacht Club has been in
existence since the 1930’s before
the sea wall was built up.  A new
club house was built in 1961 to
replace the hut perched on the
River Crouch.  Brandy Hole is a
family club in private ownership,
which promotes sailing, racing and
cruising.

HULLBRIDGE
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PAGLESHAM

Once a smuggling centre, the
village of Paglesham is one of the
most fascinating and oldest of
Essex’s villages. The village is
physically divided into the two
small hamlets of East End on the
one side and Church End on the
other.

The mosaic of rivers and creeks in
Paglesham provided a land and
sea pattern that was ideal for
smuggling. Smugglers would sail
up the river bringing in their ill-
gotten gains to pass on at a profit
to anyone who was happy to make
some easy money.

The days of smuggling have long
since passed but the landscape
that surrounds Paglesham is still
picturesque and is a popular spot
with local walkers.  Visitors are able
to enjoy the views from the vantage
point of the sea wall.

The sleepy village of Paglesham
also has its own claim to fame and
is recognised as the final resting
place of Darwin’s ship, HMS

Beagle. After circumnavigating the
globe, the ship was used as a
watch vessel to combat smuggling
in the area and now lies embedded
beneath the marsh in the River
Roach.

Two pubs, both located at separate
ends of the village, provide great
food and a smuggler’s inn
atmosphere. 
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FOULNESS ISLAND

Foulness Island is surely the only
village in England where visitors
need to gain permission before
visiting!  This is due to the Island
being an active military range, used
by the Ministry of Defence for
ammunitions testing.  

Due to the unusual circumstances
of the island, visitors need to ring
ahead and give their details before
going onto the island.  Once on the
island visitors are free to visit a
number of places including the
church, pub and the heritage
centre, which tells the fascinating
story of life on Foulness Island,
both past and present. 

The mystery
that surrounds
the island has
intrigued local
people for many
years and if
visiting local
pubs visitors

may hear whisperings of con-
spiracy theories and peculiar
goings on at the island. 

The island has been shrouded in
mystery for years, partly due to the
fact it has only been connected to
the mainland by bridge since 1926,
but the Island isn’t only about
secrecy and the mysterious.

The island and the adjoining Maplin
Sands are internationally famous
as a haven for wildlife. It has the
second largest colony of avocets
and is a winter home for thousands
of wading birds and Brent Geese.
Bird watching trips are organised
throughout the year.

If this unique island has aroused
your curiosity and you want to
sample life in a village, which
shares its island with a military
range, why not arrange a visit to
the island to see if you can uncover
any of its hidden secrets.

PLEASE NOTE

Access to Foulness Island
is controlled.

Contact 01702 383347
for further information.



“Remote isolated, bleak in winter and refreshingly cool on the

hottest of summer days, visitors will find an island that is locked

within a maze of creeks and waterways and has always maintained

a mysterious reputation”
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CHERRY ORCHARD JUBILEE COUNTRY PARK

The 100-acre park lies in some of
the most beautiful countryside in
South Essex and makes the most
of an exceptional rolling setting to
create a mix of open grassland
and woodland – a habitat for many
plant and animal species.  Three
areas of open grassland have
been established with various
types of grasses including Cocks
Foot.  These will be mown to
create species-rich meadows.

Her Royal Highness, Princess
Anne, visited the newly created
park in 2003 to celebrate the
completion of the first stage in this
major 5-year project.  The first
phase of creating the park has
been completed, with the planting
of 28,000 trees.  These trees are
all native to Great Britain and
include the hornbeam, oak and
ash.

To the centre of the park a new
linear lake, almost 335m's long
has started to mature and is
already attracting a variety of
aquatic flora and fauna.

Public access is now allowed
throughout the new park.
Information boards explain the
site’s history, development and
wildlife importance. A new
bridleway through the park
connects existing routes and
allows horse riders to enjoy, along
with all other visitors, the fantastic
views the park now offers of the
rolling Roach Valley Countryside.   

The park will continue to develop
and grow with the purchase of
adjacent land, the creation of car
parks, toilets, picnic areas and self
guide trails.



“A 300 yard lake, has been constructed, which

will form a habitat for wildlife, hopefully including

native amphibians and reptiles”



HOW TO GET THERE

The Cherry Orchard Jubilee
Country Park can be reached via
the public footpath network from:

Hockley: Gusted Hall Lane (not
suitable for motor vehicles). Also
footpath links with Hockley Woods

Rochford: Cherry Orchard Way
(B1013)

Eastwood: Blatches Chase (foot-
path only) off Western Approaches

BY CAR

No parking is allowed on any part
of Blatches Chase or within the
park. The nearest car park is in
Edwards Hall Park, Bosworth
Road  

BY BUS

Bus numbers 9, 15, 15c and 16
stop at Western Approaches

Bus number 8 goes past Gusted
Hall Lane, Hawkwell

SPECIES TO SEE IN THE PARK

Birds: Skylark, Grey Partridge
Field Fare

Trees: Hornbeam, Oak, Ash 

Amphibians and reptiles:
Common Frog and Slow Worm

Mammals:
Badgers, Foxes, Stoats, Pipistrille
Bats

Grasses:
Cocks Foot

Agricultural wild flowers:
Knapweed, Scarlet Pimpernel,
Corn Marigold
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“A seal colony is located approximately two nautical miles

from the mouth of the River Crouch”
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CLEMENTS HALL LEISURE
COMPLEX

Clements Hall Way
Hawkwell, Essex SS5 4LN
t. 01268 654510

The centre offers excellent Health
& Fitness facilities including a state
of the art gym, three aerobic
studios plus a Spin studio. For
those who enjoy the water we have
a 25m main pool and a teaching
pool and for relaxation we have a
poolside sauna, steam room & spa. 

Swimming

Clements Hall offers the ideal
swimming facility, including a 25m
pool with viewing gallery, a
teaching pool plus poolside sauna,
steam room and spa. So whether
its fun, fitness or just an
undisturbed swim, you can be sure
that we have a session to suit you.

Gym

Experience our high spec gym, fully
equipped with the latest cardio and
resistance equipment. Our audio-
visual systems allow you to keep
up with the latest news, sport or
even your favourite soap while you
workout.

Studio Classes

Try out our huge range of classes,
our motivating instructors provide
classes to suit every taste and
ability from Circuits to Yoga; Group
Cycling to Body Conditioning.

FITNESS AND LEISURE
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GREAT WAKERING SPORTS
CENTRE

A community based sports centre,
offering an excellent environment
for indoor racket sports plus an
outdoor floodlit sports area offering
5-a-side football, netball and
tennis. This programme also
includes fitness classes plus fun
packed children’s activities.

Great Wakering Sports Centre
High Street
Great Wakering
Essex
SS3 0HX 
t. 01702 219832
f. 01702 217712

THE MILL ARTS & EVENTS
CENTRE

A unique venue situated alongside
the historic Windmill in Rayleigh,
providing a diverse range of
community arts, entertainment
events and private hire services.
The Mill is the perfect setting for
functions for all occasions.

Mill Hall
Bellingham Lane
Rayleigh
Essex
SS6 7ED
t. 01268 778171
f. 01268 778737
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RAYLEIGH LEISURE CENTRE

Priory Chase
Rayleigh
Essex SS6 9NF

In addition to first class customer
service, Rayleigh Leisure Centre
also boasts an extensive range of
sporting facilities for all age groups
and creche facilities.

In addition to the high standard of
gym, studio classes & tuition
Rayleigh also includes key facilities
in the District. The focus of this is
on the Indoor Bowls rinks which
includes the formation of an indoor
bowls club and also allows a
'Pay&Play' option allowing casual
users and first timers to enjoy the
bowling facilities. As well as the
Indoor Bowls the site has a strong
Netball focus.

Membership & 'Pay&Play’

As part of Rochford's leisure facility
network, Rochford Leisure Card
members will be able to take
advantage of the usual discounts at
the new site. Clements Hall Health
& Fitness members will be able to
use Rayleigh at no extra charge.
For customers that don't require
any facilities at Clements Hall a
membership specifically for
Rayleigh Leisure Centre will be
available.

For users that won't benefit from a
monthly membership there is
always the option to 'Pay&Play'.
Casual users can visit the centre
and pay just for the sport or class
that they use during their visit.



The Freight House is the premier
events and conference facility in
the District. Not only does it cater
for private functions but it regularly
holds public events such as the
Rochford Beer Festival and antique
auctions.

The Freight House is easily
accessible from the M25 and A127
and positioned adjacent to a
mainline station, which is less than
an hour by train from London. In

addition there is free parking for
150 cars and hotel facilities are
within walking distance.

The Freight House 
Bradley Way
Rochford
Essex
SS4 1BU
t. 01702 548977
f. 01702 541432
www.thefreighthouse.co.uk
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THE FREIGHT HOUSE

“Built in the 1890’s and situated in picturesque parkland, 
The Freight House is a magnificent example of Victorian
architecture and still retains much of its original  charm”

EVENTS AND CONFERENCE FACILITY
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ATHENAEUM CLUB

t. 0870 774 6353
Southend-on-Sea
Essex SS2 6UN

GREENSWARD COLLEGE
SPORTS FACILITIES

t. 01702 207107
Hockley
Essex SS5 5HG

CULLYS ACCESS TO FITNESS

t. 01702 208771
Hockley
Essex SS5 4AD

FUNGI FITNESS

t. 01268 785467
Rayleigh
Essex SS6 9QG

Sports Development

For more information on Sports &
Leisure Opportunities in the district
please call the Sports Development
Team on 01702 546366.

WAREHOUSE CENTRE

t. 01268 779999
Rayleigh
Essex SS6 7UT

The Warehouse Centre is a dynamic
and exciting youth & community
resource, which was opened in 1994
activities within the Centre, including
Megazone, the Sports Hall, Creative
Arts and The Gym.
Brook Road
Rayleigh
Essex SS6 7UT
t. 01268 779100
warehousecentre@btconnect.com
www.rayleighmegazone.co.uk
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ROCHFORD HUNDRED GOLF
CLUB

t. 01702 544302
Rochford, SS4 1NW

BALLARDS GORE GOLF CLUB

t. 01702 258917
Rochford, SS4 2DA

HANOVER GOLF AND
COUNTRY CLUB

t. 01702 232377
Rayleigh, SS6 9QS

RAYLEIGH GOLF RANGE

t. 01268 781706
Wickford, SS11 8TZ

GOLF

“Tee off and relax in Rochford”



35

FISHING

Angling

What better way to relax and
unwind than to spend some quiet
time enjoying the quiet water-
ways offering unrivalled fishing
opportunities. With several fisheries
in the area it's a great way to see
the local wildlife and enjoy the
stunning scenery.

Rochford District Council would
urge all residents to abide by the
National and Regional fishing
byelaws and to take advice and
follow the good practice as set out
in the Angling and Wildlife Golden
Rules leaflet produced by the
Environment Agency and available
free from their local Environment
Agency office.
t.  08708 506 506

Places to Fish in Rochford
District

Crouch Valley Fishery
McCalmont Drive, Off Goldsmith
Drive, Rayleigh, Essex 

Hockley Angling Club
Mr Robin Payne
t. 01268 781556 / 07714 301731

Doggets Farm
7 Acre Gravel Pit
Mixed Course Fishery 
Rochford
Essex 
Mr C Kemp 
t. 01702 714338 / 07958 204002

Stambridge Fisheries
Great Stambridge 
Rochford 
Essex
Mrs G Carr
t. 01702 258274
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EQUESTRIAN CENTRES

Licensed Riding Establishments

The delightful open space of
Rochford District lends itself
superbly to the horse enthusiast.
Licensed riding establishments
offer a wide range of riding
opportunities from beginners to
advanced riders.

LICENSED RIDING
ESTABLISHMENTS IN
THE DISTRICT 

Barling Hall Farm
(Licensed for 11 horses)
Barling Hall Lane
Barling Magna
Essex SS3 0LY 
Telephone: 01702

Hockley Equestrian Centre
(Licensed for 12 horses)
Church Road
Hockley
Essex SS5 6AE
t. 01702 207166

Rawreth Equestrian Centre
(Licensed for 22 horses)
Old Burrels Farm
Church Road
Rawreth
Wickford
Essex SS11 8SH 
t. 01268 733008

Shopland Hall Equestrian Centre
(Licensed for 35 horses)
Shopland Road
Rochford
Essex SS4 1LT
t. 01702 543377



Hockley Woods

The woodland is owned by
Rochford District Council and is
a site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSI).

Traditionally, the woods have
been managed in coppice. In
coppicing most of the trees in a
selected area are felled, new
shoots grow rapidly from the
stumps and thrive in the
clearings. After 18 - 20 years the
trees have regrown and are cut
down again. The cycle is
repeated to give a continuous
supply of wood.

Magnolia Nature Reserve
Hawkwell

Magnolia Nature Reserve on the
Ashingdon/Hawkwell border is a
lovely area of habitat and can
usually be found alive with bird life.
One of the specialities that has
been found most winters in good
numbers is the increasingly rare
Bullfinch.

This Nature Reserve is managed by
Hawkwell Parish Council. The
reserve was a former brickworks
and several signs of this trade are
still apparent. The main element
being the pond that was
redeveloped in 1996 to which
wildlife has gradually returned. A
bridleway installed by Essex
County Council gives access for

the horse riders through the
reserve.

There are various pathways
through the woods and some very
long walks. For the bird watcher the
best place to see birds in the
woods is the area surrounding the
public car park. Most of our
woodland birds prefer some open
spaces and the habitat in this area
attracts most of the species to be
seen in the woods. 

The Scrubs and surrounding
area

A high point of land between
Hawkwell and Hockley. Excellent
walks can be made from the small
parking area by the Scrubs woods.
Walking west will lead eventually
into Hockley woods while walking
south-west will take you down to
Eastwood and to Edwards Hall park.

This Park comprises four fields -
Eight Acres, Fishpond, Little
Brooklands and Great Brooklands.
All are meadowland, still showing
the distinctive undulations created
when it was last ploughed by ridge
and furrow technique in the 19th
century. Medieval hedges along the
eastern and northern boundaries of
Fishpond are thought to form part of
the old Rayleigh Park boundary. The 
pond near to the southern boundary
is shown on early tithe maps.
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Most of the park remains as
meadowland, cut for hay in July
each year. This makes it a delightful
spot for picnicking and bird
watching with an abundance of
wild plants, birds and butterflies.

Star Lane Brickworks-Great
Wakering

Star Lane Brickworks is one of
those wonderful areas of habitat
that most people in Southend are
probably not aware of. The
entrance can be found alongside
the brickworks and the main
habitat is to the rear. The locations
'claim to fame' is the resident
Cetti's Warblers that can be found
here (or, to put it more accurately,
often heard here!). The area is a
very good spot for both Spring and
Autumn migrants and during the
summer breeding Turtle Doves.

Wakering Stairs

From the sea wall you can walk
either right or left. The right hand
walk is the shortest and will offer
superb views of waders on the salt
marsh at high tide.

The left hand walk can go as far as
you want the walk to last. The best
stops on this walk are; Wakering
Corner where, as the tide comes in,
good numbers of waders will be
seen close in retreating before the
sea. Foulness Island Bridge where

there is a sewerage works that
attracts flocks of Starling and
Finches and, finally, Potton Island
Bridge which offers commanding
views over Fleethead Creek which
is always a good vantage point for
raptors.

NOTE THAT THIS AREA IS ON
AN ACTIVE M.O.D WEAPONS
SITE AND IS ONLY USUALLY
OPEN AT WEEKENDS AND
BANK HOLIDAYS

Directions

Proceed to the bottom of Wakering
High Street until you get to a mini-
roundabout by the church, take the
right exit and take the immediate
left marked New Road. Follow this
road down to the MOD security
check point and take the road
marked 'MOD road open to public'.
Drive on this road for about two
miles until you get to the sea wall.
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PARKS & OPEN SPACES

Brooklands Garden
Hockley Road

Foreshore Open Space
Hullbridge

Village Green
Sycamore Way
Canewdon

Freight House & Reservoir Open
Space
Bradley Way
Rochford

Playstalls
R/o the Castle Inn
Little Wakering Road
Little Wakering

Areas of natural beauty

Sweyne Park
Rawreth Lane
Rayleigh

The Mount
Bellingham Lane
Rayleigh

Turret House Farm
Victoria Road
Rayleigh

Woodlands Avenue, including Weir
Buffer Zone, Lower Lambricks and
Holly Tree Garden



In addition to serving passengers
from the Thames Gateway and
South Essex region, being just 37
miles from London, Southend
airport is ideally situated as a
gateway to London. With the
nearest rail station, Rochford, a mile
and a half up the road from the
airport terminal, passengers can
also benefit from the direct train link
to Liverpool Street station with trains
departing every 10-20 minutes and
the  journey time of 50 minutes.

With the absence of any new
airports opening in Britain this
decade, London Southend Airport is
investing £25 million in a brand new
passenger terminal and train station.

The expansion of London Southend
Airport, which is also well placed to
serve the London Olympics in
2012, is being given a high priority
within the major Thames Gateway
South Essex initiative now taking
shape east of London.

London Southend Airport is
privately owned by Regional
Airports Ltd, which also owns
London Biggin Hill Airport.

Contact details:
Tel No: 01702 608100
enquiries@southendairport.net

LONDON SOUTHEND AIRPORT



Essex Marina
Wallasea Island
Rochford
Essex SS4 2HF
t. 01702 258885
www.essexmarina.co.uk

Brandy Hole Yacht Club
www.brandy.hole.clubandyacht.
club.ukgateway.net

Pooles Lane, Hullbridge
Hockley, Essex
t. 01702 230320

Brandy Hole is situated on the
River Crouch. It remains a private
club to this day, its main aim being
to promote sailing, racing and
cruising. Brandy Hole is a family
club and prides itself on its friendly
atmosphere.

Up River Yacht Club
Pooles Lane
Hullbridge
Essex
t. 01702 232602
www.upriver.org

The Up River Yacht Club was
founded in 1936 and is situated at
Hullbridge on the River Crouch
about ten miles up river from
Burnham.

MARINAS AND YACHT CLUBS



Battlesbridge Antiques Centre

“Buying and selling antques and 
collectables of all descriptions”
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Motorcycle Museum

This little museum evokes an
ambience of motor cycling through
the ages with assorted memorabilia
scattered between the classic and
vintage motorcycles. 

The museum is open most
Sundays between 11am - 4pm and
at other times by appointment. 

t. 01268 561700

The Penny Arcade Museum

The Bridgebarn is home to this
small 'Penny Arcade' with a
roundabout, fortune-teller and
'What the Butler Saw' among
others.

All the machines are working and
use the original Old Pennies, which
are available at the front desk of the
museum.

t. 01268 763500

Battlesbridge, Essex SS11 7RE
t. 01268 734005
t. 0800 0741219
info@Battlesbridge.com
www.battlesbridge.com

Arts Development

For more information on Arts in the
District please contact the Arts
Development Team

t. 01702 546366

Nightclubs

Pink Toothbrush
19-23 High Street
Rayleigh
Essex
SS6 7EW

info@pinktoothbrush.co.uk
t. 01268 770003.

Rayleigh Indoor Karting

13 Brook Road, 
Brook Road Industrial Estate,
Rayleigh, Essex SS6 7XL
t. 01268 777765
www.essexkarting.co.uk
info@essexkarting.co.uk

Miniature Railway

Enjoy a ride on a real steam train,
suitable fun for children and adults.

Sutton Hall Railway-Miniature
Steam Train
Tabors Farm 
Sutton Hall, Shopland Road
Sutton, Near Rochford, Essex
t. 01702 334337

Rochford Reservoir Miniature
Train Rides
Rochford Reservoir Park
Bradley Way
Rochford 
t. 01702 588532
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SPECIAL EVENTS
The Sutton & Shopland Festival

The Sutton & Shopland Festival is
an annual event with a mixture of
music, dance and media expres-
sionists. Set over several days the
event is a highlight in the local area.

Organised by the Friends of Sutton,
for more information please contact
www.friendsofsutton.com
t. 01702 545730

The Rochford Beer Festival

This annual event organised by the
South East-Essex Campaign for
Real Ale is held at The Freight
House in Rochford. The event has
nearly 200 Real Ales, 50 Ciders,
Foreign Beer and Specialised
English Bottled Beer Bar.

60 beers from Sussex and Kent; 60
beers from Essex; plus, the Best of
the Rest. Food available all
sessions with live entertainment.

For more information visit
www.seecamra.org.uk
t. 01702 548505
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Chichester Hotel
Old London Road
Wickford
Essex SS11 8UE
t. 01268 561234
email info@thechichester.co.uk

Facilities
• 35 en suite bedrooms
• Ample car parking
• Fully licenced
• Rural views across farmland
• Gallery restaurant
• Room service snacks
• Wireless internet connection

The information listed is produced as a public service and inclusion
in the listing does not constitute a specific recommendation by

Rochford District Council.

Essex County Hotel
Aviation Way
Southend On Sea
Essex SS2 6UN
t. 01702 279955
email
reservations@essexcountyhotel.com

Facilities
• 76 bedrooms
• Ample car parking
• The Vineyards Restaurant
• Grand marquee
• Conference facilities

Maison Renouf
Bradley Way
Rochford SS4 1BU
t. 01702 541334

Facilities
• 24 rooms with en-suite
• 2 family rooms
• Satellite TV
• Conference facilities

Express Holiday Inn
Arterial Road
Rayleigh
Essex SS6 7SP
t. 0871 703 0082

Facilities
• High speed internet facilities
• Ample car parking
• Complementary continental

breakfast
• Convenient for M25

HOTELS
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BED AND BREAKFAST 

The George & Dragon
Church End
Foulness Island
Essex
t. 01702 219460
email fred.fana@grandpub.co.uk

The Lawn Farm
Ark House
Hall Road
Rochford
Essex SS4 1PJ
t. 01702 203701

Facilities
• Space for 5 tourers/motor-

homes/tents  (1 hardstanding)
• 5 hookups
• Chemical disposal point
• Pets allowed
• Caravan Club Members only

Riverside Village Holiday Park
Wallasea Island
Rochford
Essex SS4 2EY
t. 01702 258297

Facilities
• Electric hook up
• Tent pitches
• Shower facilities
• Launderette
• Child play area

CARAVAN & CAMPING

HOLIDAY PARK

The information listed is produced as a public service and inclusion
in the listing does not constitute a specific recommendation by

Rochford District Council.



Film Locations Required!

Your property could be the one that a Location Manager
is looking for right now!

Screen East is the Regional Screen Agency for the East of England. It promotes
the region to filmmakers and deals with over 200 enquiries a month from
productions looking for a whole range of locations.

Screen East’s Location Library has over 7,000 locations ranging from farms to
courthouses, pubs to schools and flats to country houses. Film companies pay to
use locations – fees can range from several hundred to several thousand pounds
a day depending upon the production and what they would like to do.

Screen East is always seeking additions to their library in particular residential
properties of all sizes, styles and conditions (occupied or empty) – contemporary,
sixties, thatched, terraced, apartments… the list goes on!  Screen East offers a
FREE service. If you’d like to benefit from your property appearing on the big or
small screen, register with them by either calling 01923 495051, e-mailing
locations@screeneast.co.uk or visiting www.screeneast.co.uk

� 
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Essex Tourism Association, a Membership

based organisation representing tourism

businesses within Essex, will provide you

with lots of inspiration for days out and short

breaks within this wonderful County.

LOOKING FOR IDEAS ON
WHERE TO TAKE YOUR
FAMILY & FRIENDS?
LOOK NO FURTHER!

� Gorgeous Gardens

� Sensational Shopping

� Magical Museums

� Historical Houses

� Terrific Theme Parks 

� Delightful Destinations

� Attractive

Accommodation

Don’t forget to visit our website:
www.hidden-treasures.co.uk

ESSEX - A COUNTY OF
HIDDEN TREASURES!
For further information, a copy of our

Treasure Chest Guide or Membership

inquiries, call Carol Jolly on 01206 562878

or email: carol@hidden-treasures.co.uk


